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Anticipated Income: $163,750
Based on our existing pledges and
past history, we anticipate that income
from offerings, rental fees and fund
raising will amount to about $163,750
this year.

Anticipated Expenses: $206,652
Based on last year’s spending and our
past history, we anticipate that
expenses will amount to about
$206,652 this year.

What This Means
Based on our anticipated income of
$163,750 and anticipated expenses of
$206,652, we will need an additional
$42,902 in order to accomplish the
work we discern God is calling us to
do. Although we are fortunate to have
investments and savings to draw from,
continued use of this strategy will
result in money being used for
operating, rather than the upgrades
and care that our spaces need. We
need to begin a conversation about
how we remedy the yearly shortfall in
ways other than through investment
and savings resources.
Your time, talents and generosity are
always welcome and greatly
appreciated. If you have any questions
on the details of this budget, please
feel free to reach out to Chad or any
session member. If you would like to
see a line item version of the 2020
budget, there are copies available in
the church office.

We feel blessed to have the support of our congregation and church family
and want you to have a better understanding of how your gifts are being
used to fulfill our ministry and mission.
In developing this report, we have attempted to identify the key areas of
our ministry and to allocate our spending to each of those areas. We have
also highlighted some of our accomplishments of 2019 and our goals for
2020. We hope this gives you a good idea of how your giving affects the
work that we, as a congregation, are able to do. We are proud of our
accomplishments last year and excited about the year ahead as we walk
together as disciples of Jesus Christ.

Worship: $71,222
Worship is central to our congregation’s work. Planning for Sunday
morning worship, preparing sermons and other special services requires a
significant part of Pastor Chad’s time. Don coordinates with Chad in
selecting music and spends a good deal of time practicing to play during
worship services and special services. Claudia prepares the bulletins and
ensures we have ushers and a liturgist. This category also includes costs
for music, bulletins, candles, communion supplies, supply ministers when
Chad is on vacation and nursery care during worship.
Last year, worship services were held each Sunday morning as well as
special holiday services and memorial services. Communion was served
on the first Sunday of each month and at the Maundy Thursday
Communion service. We welcomed three children into our congregation
through baptism and four adults through reaffirmation of faith. Our 3rd - 5th
grade Sunday school class led worship one Sunday in the spring and all of
our children led worship on the Sunday before Christmas with their
retelling of the story of the birth of Christ. Next year, we are hoping to form
a Worship team and develop a more dynamic music program for our
worship services.
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Building Faith: $31,937
Under the leadership of Pastor Chad and the Spiritual Formation team, we
provide numerous opportunities for Christian education and faith
development. Curriculum materials as well as other supplies and camp
scholarships for our young people are included in this category.

Worship $71,222
Building Faith $31,937
Mission $16,754
Caring for our Church Family $22,404
Caring for our Spaces $64,335

Last year, we continued to offer opportunities for faith development and
spiritual formation to the youngest members of our church through Sunday
school classes and middle and high school youth groups. Nine campers
spent a week at Camp Johnsonburg last summer with financial assistance
from our scholarships. Our Saturday morning Men's Fellowship and
Tuesday evening Women's Bible Study groups enjoyed vibrant discussion
and learning. Next year, we hope to continue strengthening and expanding
this area of our ministry.

Mission – Serving our Local Community and Beyond: $16,754
Through numerous mission projects, we have the ability to impact the lives
of people close to home, but our congregation’s work extends far beyond
our own community. Much of this work requires involvement from Pastor
Chad and coordination and administrative support from Claudia. This
category does not include money raised specifically for mission, such as
the proceeds from the Giving Fair and the three percent of our weekly
offerings which go directly towards the mission projects we support.
Last year, we hosted four families for two weeks through Family Promise.
We made a donation to ReBorn, a local nonprofit organization targeting
suicide prevention. We donated 430 pounds of fresh produce from the
Community Garden to the Open Cupboard Food Pantry; an increase of
130 pounds over the previous year. We continued to offer our facility as a
resource to the local community. Local nonprofit organizations used our
facility for meetings and other events, we served as the evacuation site for
Califon School one day in the fall, and we hosted the Martin Luther King
Day of Service. The Giving Fair raised over $7,787 for 21 local, national
and international organizations. We continued to sponsor a young girl,
Grace, through Compassion International. Nineteen youth and adult
chaperones from our church went on the Appalachia Service Project trip
last summer to help make homes warmer, safer and drier.
Next year, we are hoping to explore ways to expand our outreach to the
local community. We have discussed increasing our exposure by reaching
out through local Facebook groups, partnering with other local
organizations and churches, and hosting community meals. We are hoping
for additional involvement from other members of our church family to help
fill this gap. We would like to bring back our Film Nights and hope to start
that up early in the year. Chad would like to increase his involvement with
local youth by reaching out to the local high school to let them know he is
available to serve as a resource should they need him.
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Caring for Our Church Family: $22,404
In Memoriam
It is with sorrow that we have lost five
longtime members of our church
family, each having served as elders
of our congregation at one time.
•

Roger Cooley

•

David Reid

•

John Leddie

•

Susan Huntington

•

Ruth Paradise

Special Thanks
We cannot conclude any year
without expressing gratitude to those
who have served on our session.
Kyle Garcia and Jeff Dahl have
completed their terms of service.
Kyle served as our session
representative to the Finance team
and Jeff served as our session
representative to Personnel. We are
grateful for the guidance and
knowledge they brought to us and
the contributions they have made to
our shared mission.

Our Parish Life and Congregational Care teams do a great job caring for our
church family, but they don’t do it alone. As a vital part of our work, Chad
provides pastoral care, especially for persons who are ill, hospitalized,
bereaved, nearing the end of their lives or facing other crises. Our church
secretary provides information and other services to members such as the
preparation of reports for the annual meeting of the congregation,
preparation of materials for monthly session meetings, and our monthly
newsletter. Each of these efforts enables us to sustain our common life
together.
Last year was a busy year for our Parish Life and Congregational Care
teams. Sadly, we lost five longtime members of our congregation. We
provided comfort to their families and friends through memorial services and
repasts. Chad continued to make home visits to members who are no longer
able to attend worship. We hosted a presbytery meeting in March. In
December, we recognized members with five year anniversaries during
Recognition Sunday. We enjoyed fellowship following worship each Sunday.
We continue to struggle with having enough help for Sunday morning
fellowship. We are actively seeking additional people willing to help prepare
food, or help with set up and clean up.

Caring for the Spaces Which Make our Work Possible: $64,335
It wouldn’t be possible for the Buildings and Grounds team to keep up with
the maintenance requirements of our aging facility on their own. This
requires support from other members of our church family as well as Pastor
Chad, Claudia and our Sexton. Repairs and maintenance of our entire
facility, including the manse, are also included in this category, as well as
utilities, snow removal, garbage removal, and insurance.
We did some extra clean up around the church last year. We painted the
Parish Hall family bathroom, cleaned up the kitchen, washed windows, did
some exterior painting, and repaired a leak outside the Parish Hall women’s
bathroom. Unfortunately, three of the four manse kitchen appliances were
no longer working and needed to be replaced. This was followed shortly
thereafter with a leaky hot water heater in the manse, which was also
replaced. Thanks to the generosity of a friend of the church, the front steps
were repaired, cleaned and sealed. We continued to replace lighting with
LEDs and opted into an electric co-op through Califon borough, both
resulting in a nearly $1,000 electric cost savings over the year.
We have reached a point in time when several projects which we have been
putting off, will need to be addressed. The parking lot needs to be repaired
and resealed. The fire suppressant system in the kitchen has reached the
end of its usable life and needs to be replaced. Due to a considerable
amount of rot, the library windows, many exterior doors, and front steps at
the manse need to be replaced. The fire marshal is requiring us to install
door closers on many of our exterior doors. In addition to these items, we
are hoping to install a new cross in the front of the church and sheetrock
and paint the Parish Hall women’s bathroom early this year.
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Pastor Chad’s Contact info:
Cell phone: 908.892.0044
E-mail: revchadrodgers@gmail.com
Church Info:
Claudia Gilbert: Church Administrator
Phone: 908-832-2933
E-mail: lowervalleypc@embarqmail.com
Website: www.lowervalley.org
Office hours: W-F, 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Session Members
Lisamarie Boehm: 432-3414/lisamarie_boehm@yahoo.com
Marilyn El-Zahr: 392-0934/marilyn.lastname@gmail.com
Kyle Garcia: 867-7186/ kylesgarcia@yahoo.com
Krista Jenkins: 328-8967/KJenkins1970@gmail.com
Renee Ollerenshaw: 832-7250/Jems101992@gmail.com
Karen Newman (clerk): 763-9483/kjnewman115@gmail.com
Warren Newman: 763-6094/wnewman115@gmail.com

